
This is my first opportunity to speak to you as Board Chairman of Monroe County Electric Cooperative.  I have served on this board since 1994, and I have come to realize how special electric cooperatives are.  You and I are more than just customers, more than just members –we are the owners of this cooperative.  We are part of 42 million member owners in 47 states.  Coops have 2.5 million miles of electric distribution lines – which is 42% of the nation’s total.  We are found in 2500 of the 3141 counties in the U.S.  As owners of this business, you have a talented and dedicated group of employees.  Nothing demonstrates this more than their response to the last ice storm.  Every possible preparation was made, the staff stayed late to answer the phones and we even had a couple of lineman who spent the night at the coop.  As it turned out, we had no storm related outages and we were able to send a couple of crews to Norris Electric Cooperative to help them repair storm damage.  Please join me in thanking all the employees for their dedicated service.

Those of you who come to the area member meetings hear about the many programs and services offered by our member services director Allan Masterson.  This year has been especially busy for Allan because of a new program offered to Illinois Electric Cooperatives.  Allan has done  ____________  energy audits for our members and as a result our members have made energy saving improvements to their homes that range anywhere from caulking to geothermal heat pumps.  This program, called Home E, has rebated _____________  dollars to help our member/owners pay for these improvements.  Allan also coordinates the Touchstone Energy program which includes a website, Togetherwesave.com, which will provide many energy saving ideas.  This program also has the Coop connections card, which every one of you should have.  This card will provide discounts at many area retailers as well as a pharmacy discount program.  Yes, I think coops are different and I like the difference.


Another Coop I would like to update you on is the Concordia Water Cooperative.  We have just received word that Rural Development, who is our lender, has approved the preliminary engineering report.  The next steps are to acquire easements from the landowners and to add a few more customers to the 170 we now have.   If the project goes as planned, pipe should be going in the ground next Spring.

Shifting gears abit—You probably remember that last year we had you fill out post cards that were sent to Washington.  This program was called “Our Energy, Our Future” and it asked that if carbon legislation were drafted, that it would be fair, achievable, and affordable.  The political winds have shifted and it appears that the carbon regulations have been put under the Clean Air Act.  The EPA is not only looking at CO2 emissions, they are also considering regulating coal ash.  At this point in time, we don’t know whether the EPA will be allowed to regulate either the CO2 or the coal ash, but we must be vigilant.


Our National organization, the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) has developed a program to keep everyone informed.  If, and when it appears there is something that we need your grass-roots support on, NRECA will send an email to Monroe County Electric describing the problem and the suggested message to your Senators and Representatives.  We are collecting your email addresses this evening.  I promise you – we will only use your email address for this purpose.  We will not sell or distribute it, we will not fill you inbox – it will be used only when necessary.  Any time you wish to opt out, you can.


I encourage you to participate in this program.  Politically, our base of membership is so dispersed that we just don’t’ have any clout.  But the grass-roots efforts of individuals, working together, will be heard.  There are 42 million of us – I think we can make quite a bit of noise if raise our voices together.

